INTRODUCTION
There are two situations which tend to shorten the lives of persons who undertake to discuss specific legal problems.
It is a nightmare when the speaker is unable to find any ap- For purposes of this discussion let us ass u m e ,unless otherwise indicated, that the decedent died without a will and was either unmarried or his spouse predeceased him, or, let us recognize that what is to follow is subject to the statutory claims of the surviving spouse.
GENERAL RULES
The rules we shall consider apply to all real property interests, which will include fee ownership, mineral ownership, royalty ownership, and mineral leasehold ownership.
Jones on Arkansas Titles, Section 405; Vol. 1, Williams and
Meyers, Oil and Gas Law, Sec. 213.7, page 136.
There are a number of definitions and rules we need to keep in mind in any discussion of the law of descent and distribution.
To begin with, the word "intestate" simply means a person who dies without leaving a will which is admitted to probate. Later, we shall discuss this matter further. First, there are some additional rules we must keep in mind.
PER CAPITA AND PER STIRPES

RELAT IVES OF HALF BLOOD
Relatives of the half-blood inherit equally with those of the whole blood in the same class, with the sole exception that as to ancestral property a relative of the half-blood will not inherit if he is not of the blood of the transmitting ancestor.
ADOPTED CHILDREN
Adopted children inherit from their adopting parents and may also inherit from their natural parents and other relatives.
Adopting parents, as well as their heirs and next of kin, inherit from the adopted child, except as to ancestral property coming to the child or its descendants through its natural parents.
ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN
An illegitimate child will not inherit from the father or his blood kin, unless the father later marries the mother and recognizes the child as his (Sec. 61-103, Ark. Stats.),
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but an illegitimate child will inherit from the mother or her blood kin. The same rule applies to inheritance by the father, mother and their kin from the illegitimate child.
POSTHUMOUS CHILDREN
Posthumous children of the intestate inherit but no other
relatives inherit unless they are born at the time of the intestate's death.
INHERITANCE BY SPOUSE
In the total absence of all blood kin the intestate's spouse will inherit, or if the spouse is deceased the heirs of the spouse will inherit. In the absence of all of the above the property will escheat to the State.
Actually, it is estimated that a person has at least 270 million kindred in the 15th degree and it is doubtful that a person could die without any heirs. It is understandable, however, that in some cases relatives cannot be located. 
When distant relatives
DEVOLUTION
Benjamin Franklin said that nothing is certain but death and taxes. It has also been said of a man's wealth and prop e r t y that "you can't take it with you".
Let us suppose that a man has the good fortune to own a parcel of Arkansas real property, that he has the skill to protect it from the tax collector during his lifetime, that he dies without a w i l l , and that he is not able to take the property with him-regardless of his eternal destination. 
What happens to his property?
